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WOW, what an outstanding Fall District meeting! I would
like to thank Genie Smith, President of Newberry Garden
Club, Barbara Fowler, Chair and Registrar for the meeting
and all the wonderful members of the Newberry Garden
Club who treated District V to an unforgettable day. All
the clubs that participated were amazed at the beautiful
venue and luncheon menu and the wide array of baskets and
vendors. The program was presented by Bubba Scalas from
Wild Birds Unlimited – “Birds in our Garden.” The presentation was filled
with numerous helpful hints as to how to attract, maintain and encourage birds
into our landscapes. In addition, he answered several member questions as
well as distributing material regarding his store location and email address for
ordering online.
Usually, we have a full complement of FFGC officers to present an overview
of the new administration’s plans for the coming term; however, this year
covid caused this to be curtailed. We are therefore truly fortunate that FFGC is
an extremely talented and resourceful group because Tina Tuttle produced a
PowerPoint presentation narrated by our President, Marge Hendon and our 3rd
Vice President, Mary Whisler, both of which hail from District V. We
received a plethora of information regarding Convention 2022, new award
opportunities, membership information that includes 6 months free dues, dates
for FFGC-NGC conventions, Wekiva and Seek dates and schedules and much,
much more. If any of the Presidents would like a copy of the PowerPoint slide
show and script to present to your club, please let me know and I will forward
it.
The dates for the 95th FFGC 2022 Convention are: April 12-14, 2022. The
convention will be at the Embassy Suites by Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista
South located in Kissimmee, Florida. Reservations for the convention and
hotel accommodations can be made online at the FFGC website. Please be
sure to register as soon as possible. We are also truly fortunate to be having
the National Garden Club 2022 Convention at the Rosen Plaza Hotel in
Orlando May 17-20, 2022. Please take the opportunity to avail yourself of this
event which does not happen very often this close to our district.
Continued on page 2
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Presidents Message continued:

Our Spring 2022 District meeting date and location have changed. Please mark your calendars, appointment
books, or phones to reflect the following information. The District V Spring meeting hosted by the Crystal
River Garden Club will be at the Crystal Oaks Clubhouse, 4958 W Crystal Oaks Dr, Lecanto, Florida. The
new date is May 11, 2022. The meeting is posted on the FFGC and District 5 websites with registration
information to follow. I would like to thank the Crystal River Garden Club for so generously volunteering to
host the Spring District meeting.
It is hard to believe that the Holiday season is upon us once again. Covid has seen us all making changes to
our lifestyles and yet we have persevered and made progress in new and sometimes challenging ways. Our
ease of getting together has improved consequently all the clubs are working toward fundraisers for the
Christmas holidays as well as helping to improve the lives of those less fortunate.
So, from my house to yours, may your Holidays be bright and shiny and filled with good cheer to last the
whole year and a hope that our hearts will be light.

Donna T.

Third Vice President: Mary Ann Whisler
Mary Ann Whisler grew up in Tampa and is a Florida native. After retiring
she returned to her beloved Florida and joined the Crystal River Garden
Club where she held several club positions, District V Secretary, District
Director (2017-2019), State Convention Chair (2018 and 2022). Mary is an
avid supporter of SEEK and Wekiva. She has received many awards
including this year the Blanche Chapel Covington Leadership award. We
are honored to have Mary Whisler as a member of District V and third Vice
President for FFGC.

GARDENING QUIZ

1. What is the common name for salix babylonica?
2. Which flower is also the goddess of the rainbow in Greek Mythology
3. Apples, pears, plums, apricots, and peaches are members of what family of flowering plants?
4. True or false. Daffodil bulbs can be used in place of onions in many recipes?
5. Which flowers were once known as gillyflowers?
6. Which tree was traditionally planted in graveyards and is associated with eternity?
7. What word is used to describe plants that like acid soil and will not grow in alkaline soils?
8. Which fruit was cultivated from crossing a blackberry and a raspberry?
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DISTRICT V FALL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Genie Smith. Newberry
Garden Club President

Donna Thomas
District V Director

The Newberry Garden Club hosted the
District V Fall Meeting at Clark
Plantation on October 20, 2021. The
program “It All Starts with a Seed”.
Attendees were in awe of the facility,
the food, the gift baskets, and the
welcoming spirit of all the Newberry
Garden Club members. As Donna
Thomas said “We were treated to an

unforgettable day.
Thank you to Mark & Denise Clark
for donating the use of their
beautiful venue – Clark Plantation.

President Marjorie Hendon
spoke to the group.

Carol Stevens, Assistant
District V Director
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District V Meeting Registrar
Barbara Fowler & assistant.
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DISTRICT V GARDEN CLUB REPORTS
Newberry Garden Club
Genie Smith, President
Our club consists of two circles with a total membership of 50. Our circles work closely together on our
projects and fundraisers. In June of this year, our club awarded two worthy Newberry High School seniors
$1000.00 scholarships. We are currently working on a beautification project at Oak View Middle School's
front entrance. Our club hosted back to school brunches for Newberry Elementary School's and Newberry
High School's faculty and staff.
A variety of educational programs and field trips will be held this fall. Our September meeting had a
detective from Santa Fe Police Dept. to give a discussion for Safety Awareness for Seniors. We will also
visit Sweet Roots Organic Gardens in December.
Our club will be:
•
•
•

Hosting a "cut & stick" program in November. We will root all our plants for our annual plant sale in April.
Teaming with Florida Peanut Association and Newberry City Hall in collecting jars of peanut butter to
help feed the needy in our community.
Teaming with First Baptist Church of Newberry in collecting food for baskets to be given to needy families
for their Thanksgiving meals.

In December, a monetary gift is collected from both of our circles and given to Blessed Hope, a local food
bank here in Newberry. Our fall has been very busy, exciting and a little scary, but with great help from our
club members and a lot of community support, we have gotten it done. We hosted the District V Meeting and
it was a huge success!
Brooksville Garden Club
Louise Allen, President
This year we are revitalizing our club. We start meeting with lunch provided by a different club group each
month plus socializing. We are continuing to maintain our memorial garden and eastside elementary school
garden. We have field trips planned to the Wild Horse Rescue Center, 100-acre woods an animal rehab, Cedar
Lake Woods and gardens, Grumbles House and garden center.
Lectures at our meetings will present Tussie Mussies and meaning of flowers, what is a flower show and how
do we present one, why grow herbs, garden pollinators for your Florida garden and all about caladiums. In
November we are participating in a craft show making Christmas gifts with pinecones and plants. In April we
will have a large fund raiser selling plants we have grown in our homes and yards. All in all, we have a busy
year ahead of us with a special raffle basket and floral arrangement at each meeting to support our
scholarships to Wekiva, PHSC and 100-acre wood.
Citrus Garden Club
Sandra Hume, President
The Citrus Garden Club is looking forward to a positive year of friendship, education, and fun. Our emphasis
will be to stay well, maintain our gardens, and enjoy our planned programs.
1. We are starting off the year partnering with Youth and Family Alternatives, a private not-for profit agency.
The goal is to provide school supplies and monetary donations to assist foster care children with active cases
files in Citrus County.
2. Our civic development project will be to maintain the butterfly garden at Whispering Pines Park, and
Hospice (Vitas) Garden, and the Pine Hill Cemetery with flags for Veteran’s Day.
5

3. A Garden Therapy project with New Horizon Senior Resident Facility is being planned. The goal is to
create raised garden beds for the residents. The beds will be assessable for walkers and wheelchairs so they
can easily maintain their gardens.
4. We have seven programs planned for our members from birdhouses, pressed flowers, native plants,
mosquito control, water resources, birds of prey (HOPE), and field trip to Grumbles’ House and a Blueberry
Farm.
5. Several workshops planned: November is Christmas ornaments for the Senior Resident Facility which will
be delivered in December with the club sing along including Holiday music. January’s craft with driedpressed flowers and April’s craft making a Beehive Skep. (BeeHive)
6. Mah Jong Fundraiser Party will be held on January 19, 2022 at the Citrus Country Club. Yard Sale in the
Spring will be fund raisers.
7. Youth Activities: Budgeted for two SEEK donations, and Wekiva Donation to pay for 2 students.
8. Continued support for our Youth Garden Club at Rock Crusher School.
9. Support and attend the 2022 FFGC Convention
10. Elect new officers for 2022-2023 year.
11. Create a Newsletter each month during the year.
12. Submit awards for #66 National Garden Week, #12 Newsletter Publication, #15 Garden Therapy, #69
Digital Photography Award and Youths Awards.
13. Arbor Day Celebration, donate and plant a tree at Ziggie’s Bird Sanctuary.
14. April we will celebrate, with a picnic at Whispering Park, the clubs 45th Anniversary.
15. Plus some surprises!!!
Four Seasons Garden Club
Peggy Van Houten, President
Our Four Seasons Garden Club stopped meeting at the Gainesville Senior Center on March 9, 2020, due to the
Covid virus, and the Center was closed to the public until this last July. During that intervening time the
Center had many renovations to the inside and the outside adjoining Northside Park. The improvements made
are for the Seniors and the general community of all ages to enjoy the 47 acres. Many outdoor athletic courts,
playgrounds for children, and covered picnic areas were created. Painted murals decorate the new outdoor
walls. So, we all have been anxious to return to our 4 Seasons Garden Club Home. During the interim time we
had a home at the Matheson Museum for meetings and were very thankful.
We restarted our club year Sept. 14th with an informative and entertaining presentation about “Mushrooms” by
Dr. Matthew Smith, a Professor of Plant Pathology at the University of Florida. We had him in person as well
as on Zoom (for those at home). We had five visitors and one former club member who returned for this
program. The new Yearbook was distributed to members and has been proudly submitted for an award. This
was a wonderful beginning to a new year of meetings, although the pandemic requires us to social distance
and wear masks.
Our October 11th program will be a visit to the Micanopy Museum to learn about that community's colorful
history. Following the Director of the Museum's talk, a walk through an adjoining garden will be available.
The Mosswood Farm Store and Bake House, which is nearby, has given us permission to tour their garden
which uses the “principles of permaculture.” This restored 100-year-old home is being remodeled into a
bakery and coffee shop and should be opening soon to the public. Our Garden Club members will enjoy sack
lunches and talk in the picnic area.
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The topic of our November 8th meeting will be “The Florida Springs,” given by Dr. Robert Knight,
a well-known speaker and Director of Florida Springs Institute. Donna Lou Bracken, a former member, will
speak with us about her work with Wekiva.
Our dear Master Floral Designer Liz Shaw will present our December program on how to make gift Christmas
cup bouquets for the Hospice patients. We have done this on a regular basis for many years to bring cheer to
hospice patients while we learn to improve our floral decorating skills.
Pioneer Gard Club
Tricia Evans. President
Pioneer Garden Club has continued to thrive even during these difficult times. Circles stayed connected during
the pandemic through in person meetings under safe conditions, through Zoom, phone contacts, emails, and
drive by visits. Regular meetings are beginning to occur, and membership is growing.
Community Partnerships - 2021-2022
1. Silver Springs State Park
a) Seasonal decorations at the Park Entrance - the Silver Springs Committee has been asked to decorate the
fountain area at the entrance to the park for the fall season. The Committee is working with the Park
Rangers to plan and implement themed decorations for the Christmas holidays. All 4 circles will
participate in the decorating - each circle has an assigned area to complete. Poinsettias purchased from
PGC by the concessionaire and the circles will be used to decorate the fountain along with hanging
baskets of poinsettias throughout the park. This is a great support of the PGC Poinsettia Fundraiser and
allows the members to support our partnership with Silver Springs State Park.
b) Trunk or treat - this is a new event planned for Oct. 30th. PGC will have 2 vehicles and 2 tables set up.
Each circle will provide 250 treat bags; there will be a fall arrangement for a raffle and animal face
cutouts for visitors to photograph their children.
c) Florida Springs Festival - March 2022 - Due to the pandemic, this event was held digitally in March
2021. If it is offered in 2022, PGC will have an educational booth with all 4 circles participating. A
hands-on activity will be available for children and information about PGC and FFGC will be available
to festival visitors.
d) Workdays - circle members will assist with weeding, watering and maintaining our gardens.

2. Marion County Headquarters Library

a. Quarterly Horticultural Displays - the library was not available to us this past year to continue the
displays. We hope to resume them in this fall.
b. Fairy Tale Festival - September 2021 - this event is not being held due to the pandemic.
c. Spring Event for youth - this event was not held this past year due to the pandemic.

3. Tuscawilla Art Park, Ocala

a. PGC is working with the City of Ocala to add signage to Pioneer Garden Club Garden at the Art Park.
b. PGC is planning to contribute to purchasing an art bench for the Art Park from fundraising events,
President's projects, and donations.

c. Daylily Planting in the Pioneer Garden - PGC is working closely with the City of Ocala to maintain
and improve the plantings.

d. Native Plant Society - PGC 1st VP, Judy Greenberg, continues leading our partnership with this group
to add more native plants to the garden.

e. Florida Arbor Day Celebration - we will hold a Florida Arbor Day Celebration January 14, 2022.
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4. Articles are appearing in the Ocala Gazette regularly. Each circle is providing a gardening focused article
assigned seasonally. The PGC President provided the September article as an introduction to PGC and
our community involvement.
Member Activities - 2020-2021
1. Circle Activities - each circle plans a year of activities for their members - these include programs,
field trips, guest speakers. Circles will adapt their meetings as needed to maintain safety for their
members - meeting outside, on Skype or Zoom and even by phone.
2. Friendship Event/Fun with Flowers - this is planned to occur February 18, 2022, and will be open to
members and guests.
3. Fundraiser - for several years, PGC has sold poinsettia plants in early December. The 2020 sale was
again very successful. The profit is shared between PGC and the Circles and is used to fund college
and camp scholarships.
4. Scholarships - PGC established the Pioneer Garden Club Marge Hendon Scholarship Trust with the
College of Central Florida. This scholarship will be funded by PGC with Daffodil Circle contributing
each year also. The first scholarship is to be awarded this fall.
5. FFGC Convention (April 12-14, 2022) - PGC members will participate and assist in making this a great
convention to honor our own FFGC President Marge Hendon.
6. District V Spring Meeting - members will be notified and invited to attend.
7. May End of Year Luncheon - members will celebrate the year's successes.

DISTRICT V HORTICULTURAL SPECIALTY FLOWER SHOW
Who? Member of District V Garden Clubs
What? An NGC Horticulture Specialty Show – A flower show of horticulture only. We will have
classes with cut specimens and container grown specimens.
When? District V’s initial show will be held at the 2022 Fall District V Meeting.
Why? The purpose of this flower show is to stimulate interest in horticulture and allow our garden
club members to showcase their talent.
Interested? Contact Barbara McGhee, Pioneer Garden Club at Barbaramcghee11@gmail.com.
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DISTRICT V PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
District V held its second photography competition this year with emphasis on the theme “World of Wonders”.
Seven judges selected the winning photographs in each of the categories, as well as Best in Show and Best
Illustration of Theme. At the District V Spring Meeting attendees selected the “Popular Choice Award” from
the 1st place winning photographs and all of the winners were announced.
DISTRICT V PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST WINNERS 2021

Flower Category

“Al Latina Hibiscus”
Carol Wood

“Rainbow Nebel’s Plumeria”
Lesly Smith

“Red & Purple Air Plant”
Donna Nichols

Butterfly Category

“Monarch on Passion Vine”
Blenda Langone

“Two Monarchs”
Melissa Cain

“Brown Owl Butterfly”
Marlee Cain

Garden Visitors
Category

“Barred Owl”
Donna Nichols

“Frog in Impatiens”
Sandi Smith

“Bee in Bottlebrush Tree”
Sandra O”Steen

“ Curious Otter”
Melissa Cain

“ Heron in lake”
Helen Parker

Trees and
Black & White
Categories

“Trees in fall colors”
Marlee Cain
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SPECIAL
PHOTO
AWARDS

BEST OF SHOW
“Monarch on Passion Vine
Blenda Langone

BEST OF THEME
“Al Latina Hibiscus”
Carol Wood

POPULAR CHOICE
“Barred Owl”
Donna Nichols

Note: Two of the categories did not have 3 winners due to either having photos submitted in wrong category or
not receiving enough photos. If you would like to see all of the photo entries, go to ffgcDistricts.com.

FFGC Adopt-A-Waterway
There are many impaired bodies of water in the State of Florida. In keeping with
our Position Statement supporting clean water, each district has been requested to
Adopt-A-Waterway within their District. It is hoped that the districts and local clubs can
take actions that will help improve the quality of the water in their adopted waterway or
waterways.
Garden clubs can hold seminars and TEACH about good gardening practices,
but even more importantly we can PRACTICE good gardening habits regarding the
use of fertilizers, pesticides and fungicides. We can practice the Florida Friendly
Landscape Principles so that the storm water runoff does not pollute our waterways.
WE can organize or join local working groups that have a common interest in
protecting a particular water body. We can participate in organized cleanups and
practice recycling and reuse. This cuts down on the pollution entering our waterways.
Talk with your local agencies, your water management district and your local
Department of Environment Protection. These groups are good sources of information
for activities that can be carried out to improve your impaired waterway. You can
make a difference in the water quality of the State of Florida .
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The

THE NATIONAL GARDENER MAGAZINE

r

The official publication of the National Garden Clubs, The National Gardener appears
quarterly. We highlight articles of interest to environmentalists, gardeners, landscapers, floral
designers, educators as well as nature photographers. Feature columns provide our readers
with leadership advice, seasonal recipes and garden club lore. Enjoy this and more by viewing
and downloading the current issue. Have The National Gardener delivered directly to your
inbox- it's free! SUBSCRIBE

BREAKING NEWS FROM FFGC
Headquarters Staff and Hours
➢ Headquarters Office Manager: Jenn Cowin
➢ Email: ffgc@ffgcmail.com
➢ Telephone: 407-647-7016
➢ Hours: 8:30-4:00 EST
FFGC Matching Grants Program has been Revised
and due 15 January 2022.
Six months FREE membership for everyone!
Next dues to be collected February to April 2023.

FLORIDA WILDFLOWER LICENSE PLATE
FFGC partnered with the DOT and in 1999 State Legislation approved
the Florida Wildflower License Plate with annual fee of $15. Governor
Jeb Bush presented the first Wildflower License Plate featuring the
Coreopsis Wildflower at a Legislative meeting in Bartow in spring of
2000. Sales of the Plate will break the $3,500,000 mark at the 15th Tag.
Anniversary in Spring 2015. Tag sale proceeds are used for education,
planting, and research of Florida native wildflowers.
The FWF mission “enriching lives with Florida ’s native wildflowers” has become a reality! You can be
a part of this great venture. Purchase the Florida Wildflower License Plate! Your $15 donation makes a
World of Difference for native, natural Florida!
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FFGC FLORAL DESIGN SERIES 2022

District V, FFGC & NGC
IMPORTANT DATES
Deep South Region Garden
Clubs Convention
March 6-10, 2022
Natchez, Mississippi
FFGC 2022 Convention
April 12-14 2022
Kissimmee. FL
District V Spring Meeting
May 11, 2022
Crystal River Garden Club
NGC 2022 Convention
May 17-20, 2022
Orlando, FL
UF/FFGC Short Course
June 5-7, 2022
Gainesville, Fl

The Gainesville Garden Club is proud to offer the FFGC Floral
Design Classes which will be held at the GGC Clubhouse.
The FFGC Floral Design Units 1-6 will give you the know-how
and qualify you to enter FFGC authorized Standard Flower
Shows. You will expand your artistic talents and learn to use
live and dried materials in your designs.
Classes start on January 17th and begin at 9 am and end at 2 pm.
Bring your own lunch and beverages will be provided. All
classes are on Mondays – twice a month. The total cost for all
sessions is $60.00. If taken individually, the first unit is $26.00
and the rest are $15.00. Claudia Bates, Floral Designer & Judge,
is donating her time which allows us to offer these classes to
you at a very low cost.
Deadline for registration is January 3 2022. The dates of the
classes are as follows:
Unit 1 – Jan. 17, 2022 - $25
Unit 3 – Feb. 14, 2022 - $15
Unit 5 – March 14, 2022 - $15

Questions? Contact Linda Schoellhorn at Lschoell@gmail.com

Holiday Design Open House
& Santa’s Garden Shop

Quiz Answers
1 Weeping Willow, 2. Iris, 3. Rose (or
Rosaceae), False, 4. Tulip bulbs,
5. Carnations, 6. Yew, 7. Ericaceous,
8. Loganberry

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Unit 2 – Jan. 31, 2022 - $15
Unit 4 – Feb. 28, 2022 - $15
Unit 6 – March 28, 2022 - $15

Nature’s Southern Living Garland

Thursday, December 9th, 9:30 am to 11:20 am
$35 per person at Gainesville Garden Club

DISTRICT V website: http://ffgcdistrict5.com

The deadline to submit club reports, event
information, photos, etc. for the District V
Spring Newsletter is. May 11, 2022.
Please send to Sandra Arnold, Newsletter
Chairman at searnold6348@gmail.com.

FFGC
ffgc.org
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Deep South
dsgardenclubs.com

NGC
ngc.org

